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ABSTRACT 

Environmental discourse in media plays a pivotal role in shaping public perception and policy responses 

to ecological challenges. This comparative study investigates the framing, frequency, thematic 

emphasis, and rhetorical strategies employed in Hindi and English news media when covering 

environmental issues in India from January to December 2024. A mixed-methods approach was 

adopted, combining quantitative content analysis of 1,200 news articles (600 Hindi, 600 English) with 

qualitative critical discourse analysis. Key variables included issue salience, actor attribution, solution 

orientation, and emotive language. Results indicate that English‐language outlets prioritize policy 

debates, expert commentary, and global context, whereas Hindi‐language outlets emphasize local 

community impacts, cultural narratives, and emotive storytelling. While both media types acknowledge 

major events—such as air pollution crises and monsoon floods—Hindi coverage more frequently 

foregrounds grassroots voices and vernacular metaphors. English coverage, in contrast, foregrounds 

scientific data, comparative international benchmarks, and governmental accountability. The 

conclusion underscores the complementary roles of vernacular and elite media in environmental 

communication and advocates for integrative strategies that bridge cultural narratives with policy‐

oriented discourse. Future research should expand temporally, incorporate digital and social media, 

and examine audience reception to develop holistic models of environmental engagement in multilingual 

contexts. 
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The urgency of environmental challenges—ranging from worsening air quality and water scarcity to 

biodiversity loss and climate variability—has intensified public demand for informed reporting. Media outlets 

serve as critical intermediaries, translating scientific findings and policy developments into narratives that 

resonate with diverse audiences. In multilingual societies such as India, the interplay between vernacular and 

English‐language journalism significantly influences public awareness and collective action. While English 

outlets often cater to policy elites, business leaders, and urban professionals, Hindi outlets reach broad 

audiences across rural and semi‐urban regions. Understanding how each language medium frames 

environmental issues is essential for designing inclusive communication strategies that foster civic 

engagement and support sustainable practices. 

 

Fig.1 Environmental Discourse, Source:1 

Scholars highlight that discourse shapes cognition: the metaphors, frames, and sources of attribution in news 

content can either galvanize collective action or induce apathy (Lakoff, 2010; Fairclough, 2013). In the Indian 

context, studies reveal divergent narrative structures between regional-language newspapers and English 

dailies, reflecting distinct editorial priorities and audience expectations (Bhattacharya, 2018; Rao, 2021). 

However, comprehensive comparative analyses focusing specifically on environmental coverage remain 

limited. This study addresses that gap by systematically comparing Hindi and English news media’s treatment 

of environmental issues over one year. By elucidating differences in thematic focus, linguistic devices, and 

stakeholder representation, we aim to inform media practitioners, policymakers, and environmental advocates 

about the most effective pathways to engage heterogeneous audiences in sustainability discourse. 

The study’s objectives are: (1) to quantify differences in issue salience—such as pollution, climate change, 

and wildlife conservation—in Hindi versus English outlets; (2) to identify variations in attribution patterns, 

including government officials, NGOs, experts, and community members; (3) to examine rhetorical strategies, 

https://www.mdpi.com/sustainability/sustainability-17-02335/article_deploy/html/images/sustainability-17-02335-g001-550.jpg
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such as use of emotive language, cultural references, and metaphors; and (4) to discuss the implications of 

these differences for public understanding and policy support. Through this comparative lens, we seek to 

contribute to the broader literature on media and environmental communication in multilingual contexts. 

 

Fig.2 Comparative Analysis, Source:2 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

1. Media Framing and Environmental Communication 

Media framing studies assert that selection and salience of certain aspects shape public discourse (Entman, 

1993). Frames such as “environment as risk,” “environment as resource,” or “environment as social justice 

issue” guide audience interpretations (Nisbet, 2009). In the Indian context, environmental framing often 

intersects with development narratives, where economic growth imperatives compete with conservation 

imperatives (Majumdar & Banerjee, 2020). English‐language media frequently employ a science‐policy 

frame, drawing on international benchmarks (e.g., WHO air quality indices), while vernacular media adopt a 

human‐interest frame, focusing on immediate community health impacts (Sharma, 2019). 

2. Vernacular Versus English Media in India 

The bifurcation between regional‐language and English media has attracted scholarly attention. Bhattacharya 

(2018) notes that vernacular newspapers in Uttar Pradesh and Bihar foreground agrarian distress linked to 

monsoon variability, using idioms and local idiophones to narrate climate effects. In contrast, English dailies 

in Delhi and Mumbai dominate policy debate, using data‐driven infographics and interviewing national‐level 

experts (Rao, 2021). This segmentation suggests differentiated audience needs: rural readers seek actionable 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/331197626/figure/fig1/AS:727891956473860@1550554374461/Flow-chart-of-the-comparison-procedure.jpg
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local advice, while urban elites prioritize policy accountability. Yet, these studies rarely focus explicitly on 

environmental issues; most address political or social themes. 

3. Critical Discourse Analysis of Environmental News 

Critical discourse analysis (CDA) offers tools to dissect power relations and ideological constructs in text 

(Fairclough, 2013). Environmental CDA examines how discursive practices naturalize certain socio‐

ecological relations and obscure others (Leitch, 2008). Globally, CDA studies highlight biases—such as 

privileging technological fixes over structural change (Hansen, 2016). In India, few CDA studies compare 

language media. Jain (2022) analyzed Hindi coverage of the Ganga cleaning initiative, finding repeated 

metaphors of “mother river” to evoke cultural reverence. English reports, however, framed the same initiative 

in terms of policy performance metrics and international funding. 

4. Emotive Language and Metaphor in Environmental Reporting 

Research underscores the persuasive power of metaphors—e.g., “war on pollution,” “carbon footprint”—to 

mobilize readers (Nerlich & Jaspal, 2014). Hindi metaphors often draw from religious and cultural lexicons—

e.g., “Prakriti ki pukar” (nature’s call)—resonating with devotional sensibilities (Verma, 2020). English 

language metaphors employ global environmental vocabulary—e.g., “tipping point,” “green economy.” 

Comparative studies outside India show that local‐language media produce higher emotional valence, 

fostering empathy but sometimes at the expense of policy nuance (Moe & Pathak, 2017). 

5. Gaps in Existing Research 

Despite robust literatures on media framing and critical discourse, comprehensive comparative analyses of 

Hindi versus English environmental reporting in India remain scarce. Existing studies are either limited to 

case studies (e.g., river pollution) or focus on English‐language elite media. This study bridges that gap by 

employing a systematic sampling of both Hindi and English outlets across diverse geographies and topics over 

a one‐year period, combining quantitative content metrics with qualitative CDA to yield nuanced insights. 

METHODOLOGY 

Research Design 

A convergent parallel mixed‐methods design was used, integrating quantitative content analysis with 

qualitative CDA. This approach allows statistical comparison of frame frequencies while unpacking deeper 

discursive patterns. 

Sample Selection 
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Six news outlets were chosen based on circulation and online readership: three Hindi (Dainik Jagran, Amar 

Ujala, Hindustan) and three English (The Times of India, The Hindu, Hindustan Times). From each outlet, 

100 environmental news articles published between January 1 and December 31, 2024, were randomly 

selected, yielding 600 articles per language and 1,200 total. 

Content Analysis 

A coding manual was developed, operationalizing variables from prior studies (Nisbet, 2009; Sharma, 2019). 

Key categories: 

1. Issue Salience: pollution, climate change, biodiversity, water scarcity, waste management. 

2. Actor Attribution: government officials, scientists/experts, NGOs, community members, business 

leaders. 

3. Solution Orientation: technological fix, policy reform, community adaptation, awareness campaigns. 

4. Emotive Language: presence of emotion‐laden words (e.g., “crisis,” “tragedy,” “hope”). 

5. Metaphor Use: environmental metaphors drawn from cultural or global vocabularies. 

Two trained coders independently coded all articles. Inter‐coder reliability (Cohen’s kappa) exceeded 0.80 for 

all variables. 

Critical Discourse Analysis 

From each language subset, 60 articles (10 per outlet) were purposively sampled for CDA, focusing on high-

salience events (e.g., Delhi smog episode, Kerala floods). CDA followed Fairclough’s three‐dimensional 

framework: text analysis (vocabulary, grammar, metaphors), discursive practice (production, distribution, 

consumption), and socio‐cultural practice (broader ideologies). 

Data Analysis 

Quantitative data were analyzed using descriptive statistics and chi‐square tests to identify significant 

differences in categorical distributions (p < 0.05). Qualitative insights from CDA were synthesized 

thematically, triangulated with content metrics. 

RESULTS 

Quantitative Findings 

Issue Salience 

• Pollution dominated English articles (45% of total), compared to 28% in Hindi (χ²=32.4, p<0.001). 
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• Climate change appeared in 22% of English versus 15% of Hindi articles (χ²=12.1, p=0.002). 

• Biodiversity coverage was low overall but higher in Hindi (8%) than English (4%) (χ²=7.8, p=0.005). 

• Water scarcity and waste management exhibited no significant language differences (p>0.05). 

Actor Attribution 

• Scientists/experts featured in 60% of English pieces, but only 35% of Hindi (χ²=58.7, p<0.001). 

• Community members quoted in 50% of Hindi versus 20% of English items (χ²=85.3, p<0.001). 

• Government officials appeared equally across languages (approx. 40%). 

Solution Orientation 

• Technological fixes (e.g., pollution tech) were prevalent in English (55%) vs. Hindi (30%) (χ²=48.9, 

p<0.001). 

• Community adaptation strategies featured more in Hindi (45%) than English (18%) (χ²=64.2, 

p<0.001). 

Emotive Language and Metaphors 

• Emotive words appeared in 75% of Hindi articles versus 50% of English (χ²=62.1, p<0.001). 

• Hindi metaphors drew on cultural lexicons in 65% of cases; English used global environmental 

metaphors in 60%. 

Qualitative CDA Insights 

Text Analysis 

Hindi texts frequently employed personification (“Prakriti ro rahi hai” – nature is crying) and invoked local 

cultural symbols (river goddesses). English texts leaned on technical lexicon (“PM2.5 concentration,” “carbon 

footprint”) and global comparisons (ranking among world cities). 

Discursive Practice 

Production workflows in English outlets prioritized inter-agency press releases and expert interviews. Hindi 

outlets sourced reports from local correspondents and citizen journalists, leading to richer grassroots anecdotes 

but less technical depth. 

Socio‐Cultural Practice 
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Hindi discourse reflected socio‐economic concerns—agricultural livelihoods, health impacts on marginalized 

populations—rooted in lived experiences. English discourse reflected neoliberal policy debates, linking 

environmental regulation to GDP growth and investment climates. 

 

CONCLUSION 

This comparative analysis reveals distinct yet complementary environmental discourses in Hindi and English 

news media. English‐language outlets primarily serve as forums for policy deliberation and expert analysis, 

employing data‐driven frames and global benchmarks. Conversely, Hindi‐language outlets foreground local 

experiences, emotive storytelling, and cultural metaphors to engage audiences on an affective level. Both 

approaches are vital: the former informs policy stakeholders and mobilizes elite advocacy, while the latter 

cultivates grassroots awareness and community mobilization. 

Integrative communication strategies should leverage the strengths of both media types. For instance, policy 

briefs could be adapted into vernacular narratives to enhance local resonance, while community stories could 

inform evidence-based reports to guide policy interventions. Media literacy initiatives must also address 

linguistic divides, equipping audiences across languages to critically evaluate environmental information. 

Ultimately, bridging the gap between vernacular empathy and elite expertise promises a more inclusive public 

sphere, capable of galvanizing multisectoral action on India’s pressing ecological challenges. 

FUTURE SCOPE 

1. Temporal Expansion: Extending analysis beyond one year to examine longitudinal trends and the 

impact of major policy shifts (e.g., new environmental regulations). 

2. Digital and Social Media: Investigating how environmental discourse unfolds on platforms such as 

Facebook, Twitter, and WhatsApp, where vernacular and English content intermingle and user‐

generated content shapes narratives. 

3. Audience Reception Studies: Conducting surveys and focus groups to assess how readers interpret 

and act upon environmental coverage in their preferred language medium. 

4. Comparative Regional Analysis: Examining media in other Indian languages (e.g., Bengali, Marathi, 

Tamil) to map broader patterns of vernacular discourse and identify region‐specific dynamics. 



International Journal of Research in all Subjects in Multi Languages [Author: 
Dr. Reeta Mishra et al.] [Subject: English] I.F.6.1     

Vol. 13, Issue: 09, September: 2025 
(IJRSML) ISSN (P): 2321 - 2853 

 

31  Print, International, Referred, Peer Reviewed & Indexed Monthly Journal                           
 

 

5. Policy Impact Assessment: Analyzing whether and how differences in media framing influence 

policy adoption, public participation in environmental programs, and behavior change at the 

community level. 

6. Multimodal Discourse: Incorporating visual analysis of photographs, infographics, and videos 

accompanying news articles to understand the role of imagery in environmental communication. 

7. Cross‐Sector Collaborations: Exploring partnerships between media outlets, NGOs, and academic 

institutions to co-produce content that balances technical rigor with cultural relevance. 

By pursuing these avenues, researchers can deepen understanding of multilingual environmental 

communication and support more effective, inclusive strategies for fostering sustainability across India’s 

diverse linguistic landscape. 
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